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belongs to Turkey comparatively few useful minerals
are now to be found, the extensive territories of Asiatic
Turkey yet hide many treasures. Their utilization is
dependent upon political and economic arrangements,
both national and international.
Mining in Turkey is in its infancy at present. There
are only two or three mines that are being exploited
with any degree of efficiency. So far, no geological sur-
vey has been made and all the information gathered is
superficial and sporadic in character. Thus it is incor-
rect to assume that localities that have had many
concessions granted for mining operations are rich in
mineral resources, nor would it be correct to claim that
all other localities are poor in mineral possibilities. Of
the several hundred concessions in force on March 31,
1920, there were 282 held by foreigners; these prop-
erties were distributed in the following districts. Medi-
terranean Sea and the islands, 142; Sea of Marmara, 60;
Black Sea, 60; Anatolian Railway, 17; eastern provinces
Diarbekr, Van), 3. In this chapter, the main attention
has been centered on (a) certain alleged facts regarding
the mineral wealth of Turkey and the present condition
of the mines and (&) the obstacles which hinder suc-
cessful exploitation.
The most important mineral products of Asia Minor
are coal, copper, petroleum, and the precious metals.
There are also other useful minerals such as meerschaum,
emery, pandennite and chrome, which exist only in
limited quantities in other parts of the world.
Asia Minor has been explored in many places, but the
western area is the best known region. The greatest
number of mining operations take place in this part of
the country. The vilayets of Brusa and Aidin, and the
regions south of the Sea of Marmara are the richest in
minerals. The southwestern Taurus region and the
region south of the Black Sea, beyond Trebizond and

